George Sangster 133 Zoological Bibliography 2020 6(11) 


The publication date of Cinclodes comechingonus Zotta & 
Gavio and Porphyrula georgica Pereyra 


George Sangster 


COPYRIGHT: © 2020 Sangster. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution Licence, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and 
reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited. 


ABSTRACT: Two bird species described in the December 1944 issue of the journal El! Hornero 
were actually published in August 1945. 


KEYWORDS: date of publication, El Hornero, Cinclodes comechingonus, Cordoba Cinclodes, 
Porphyrula georgica, Purple Gallinule. 


While researching changes in the time lag between discovery and description of new bird 
species (Sangster & Luksenburg 2015), I found prima facie evidence of two erroneous 
publication dates. The names Cinclodes comechingonus Zotta & Gavio and Porphyrula georgica 
Pereyra were both published in the third issue of Volume 8 of El Hornero. The lead page of 
this issue was dated December 1944. Subsequent ornithological reference works have almost 
always given the publication date of Cinclodes comechingonus as 1944 (e.g. Peters, 1951, Mayr, 
1957, Wolters, 1977, Dickinson & Christidis, 2014, Remsen, 2014, Gill & Donsker, 2020). The 
only exception seems to be Vaurie (1980), who noted that Zotta & Gavio’s paper was 
“actually published in 1945”. Similarly, the publication date of Porphyrula georgica has always 
been given as 1944 (e.g. Mayr, 1957, Taylor & van Perlo, 1998, Dickinson & Remsen, 2013). 

That issue 3 of Volume 8 of El Hornero was not published in 1944 is clearly shown by the 
contents of this issue. On the first page of the original description of Cinclodes comechingonus, 
the holotype was stated to have been collected on 10 January 1945 (Zotta & Gavio “1944”: 
370). In their review of the type specimens in the Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales in 
Buenos Aires, Navas & Camperi (1999) also stated that the holotype was collected in 1945. 
Because this was based on label data, the 1945 date in the original description is almost 
certainly correct. Elsewhere in the original description of Cinclodes comechingonus, Zotta & 
Gavio (“1944”: 372) referred to other specimens collected in January 1945: “En enero de 1945, 
los firmantes de esta nota obtuvieron en el mismo lugar 6 ejemplares junto con una pequena 
pero interesante coleccion de aves que sera objeto de un trabajo especial.” Furthermore, on 
page 543 in the same issue of E/ Hornero, Doello-Jurado (“1944”) referred to a necrology of 
W. L. Sclater published in the January 1945 issue of The Ibis. 

Fortunately, the publication date of issue 3 of Volume 8 of El Hornero was documented 
on its last page (p. 390), which included the print date 31 August 1945. Thus, both Cinclodes 
comechingonus Zotta & Gavio and Porphyrula georgica Pereyra should be dated from 1945. 
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